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in the hands of the Jews, wrote his father-in-law, and
something must be done to save him. Indeed he had
himself told the family lawyer that sooner than be left
to the mercy of his creditors, he would beg his father to
obtain a lettre de cachet committing him to the Castle of
If or any other fortress.

It was clear therefore he would regard as a favour a
royal order which confined him to Mirabeau. M. de
Marignane begged the Marquis to obtain such an ordei
as speedily as possible. Once "in the king's hands," the
.prodigal would no longer be liable to arrest for debt,
and it would be possible to effect a compromise with the
Jews; there would also be less opportunity for further
extravagance. In his disappointment the Marquis pro-
tested that the scoundrel deserved to be left to rot on
the straw of a debtor's prison, but finally consented to
apply for the desired order forbidding the Count to
leave the Castle of Mirabeau; and afterwards on reports,
false or exaggerated, of misdoings in his ancestral home,
sale of furniture, waste of timber, and the like, for
another lettre de cachet ordering him to betake himself to,
and remain at, the neighbouring little town of Manosque.

These royal orders, afterwards cited as proofs of
paternal cruelty and oppression, were, it is obvious,
desired by Mirabeau as a protection against his creditors.
As the king's prisoner he was secured against any civil
or criminal action. His family also obtained a sentence
from the Chatelet of Paris "interdicting" him as a
prodigal, i.e. rendering him incapable of contracting
debts and of concluding any monetary contract. This
he protested against at the time as unjust and degrading.
Yet he never took any steps to be relieved from the